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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
ASHBOURNE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1908. 


GENTLEMEN, 

As  Medical  Officer  for  your  District,  I have 
the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1908,  on  the  Health  and  Sani- 
tation of  the  District,  together  with  a statement  of  the 
Vital  Statistics  for  the  year. 

AREA,  &c. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  69,674  acres,  this 
being  divided  into  43  Parishes,  and  containing  approxi- 
mately 2332  houses.  The  Northern  portion  of  the 
District  lies  on  the  mountain  limestone ; the  Middle 
portion  on  millstone,  grit,  and  shale ; the  Southern 
portion  on  Punster  sandstone,  Keuper  sandstone,  and 
Keuper  marl. 

With  the  exception  of  stone-quarrying  and  brick- 
making in  the  Northern  portion  of  the  District,  the 
population  is  almost  entirely  engaged  in  farming,  more 
especially  dairy  farming. 
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Meteorological 

Conditions. 


Estimated 

Population, 


Births. 


Deaths. 


These  were  favourable  for  the  health  of  the 
District,  excepting  the  drought  in  August,  which  by  the 
dust  it  caused  favoured  the  development  of  Diphtheria 
and  Septic  Throat  complaints. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  population  of  the  District  at  the  Census  1901 
was  10,440,  or  192  below  that  of  the  preceding  Census. 
It  has  been  estimated  that  the  population  to  the  middle 
of  the  year  1908  is  10,723.  The  natural  increase  of 
the  population  (i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths 
registered  in  the  District  for  the  year  ending  June  30th, 
1908)  is  134.  This  number  is  one  lower  than  the  previous 
year  ending  June  30th,  1907.  Allowance  has  been 
nrade  for  the  immigration  to  the  large  towns  and  abroad 
from  the  Rural  District,  according  to  the  last  Census. 

There  were  257  births  registered  during  the 
year  — 727  males  aird  130  females,  equal  to  an  annual 
birth-i'ate  of  23.0  per  1000  of  the  population,  as  com- 
pared with  248  births,  and  equal  to  a birth-rate  of 
23-3i  for  r9o7. 

The  birth-rate  is  below  the  average  for  the  past 
ro  years  ending  1898-1907,  which  is  25.4. 

No  births  have  been  registered  from  the  parishes 
of  Hungry  Bentley,  Eaton  and  Alsop,  Hulland  Ward, 
and  Newton  Grange. 

There  were  123  deaths  registered  during  the 
year — 63  males  and  60  females.  This  is  an  increase 
from  the  preceding  year,  7907,  of  10.  The  death-rate 
is  1 1.2,  as  compared  with  10.6  for  the  year  1907,  and 
12.9  for  the  last  10  years  1898-1907.  Three  of  the 
above  deaths  occurred  outside  the  District. 
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Infantile 

Mortality. 


Infectious 

Diseases. 


Phthisis 

(Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis). 


Other 

Tubercular 

Diseases. 


Respiratory 

Diseases 

(excluding 

Phthisis). 


No  deaths  have  been  registered  from  the 
Parishes  of  Hungry  Bentley,  Bradbourne,  Callow, 
Eaton  and  Alsop,  Hartington  Town  Quarter,  Hopton, 
Hulland  Ward,  Ible,  Lea  Hall,  Mappleton,  Mercaston, 
and  Offcote  and  Underwood. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of 
age  was  15,  equal  to  a death-rate  of  58.3  per  1000 
births  registered,  as  compared  with  17  deaths  in  1907, 
equal  to  a death-rate  of  60.8,  and  to  an  average  of  85.2 
for  the  last  10  years  ending  1898-1907. 

The  causes  of  death  were  Premature  Birth  4, 
Convulsions  4,  Laryngitis  i.  Croup  i,  Gastro  Enteritis  i. 
Congenital  Defects  i,  other  causes  3,  Total  15.  4 of 

the  above  deaths  were  due  to  abnormal  conditions. 

The  mortality  for  1908  was  7,  and  equal  to  a 
death-rate  of  .63,  as  compared  with  2 deaths  for  the 
year  1907.  3 deaths  occurred  from  Diphtheria,  2 from 

Whooping  Cough,  i from  Measles  and  1 from  Croup. 

No  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  from  Small 
Pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Erysipelas,  Diarrhoea,  Enteric  or 
continued  Fever. 

There  were  7 deaths  due  to  Phthisis  equal  to  a 
death-rate  of  .63  per  1000  of  the  Population.  This  is 
the  same  number  as  the  year  1907. 

2 deaths  occurred,  this  number  is  i less  than 
1907  and  3 less  than  1906,  it  equals  a death-rate  of  .19 
as  compared  with  .20  in  1907  and  .38  in  1905.  This 
is  a marked  and  satisfactory  decrease  from  the  previous 
years. 

12  deaths  were  registered,  a decrease  of  5 as 
compared  with  the  year  1907.  The  causes  were 
Bronchitis  4,  Pneumonia  6,  Pleurisy  i.  Laryngitis  i. 
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equal  to  an  annual  death-rate  of  i.i  as  compared  to  i.6 
in  1907. 

Heart  Disease.  deaths  were  registered — 2 in  excess  of  the 

year  1907,  and  equal  to  a death-rate  of  1.3  for  1908,  as 
against  i.i  for  1907,  1.7  for  1906. 


Cancer  and 
other 
Malignant 
Diseases. 


10  deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  an  increase  of 
6 from  the  year  1907,  this  is  equal  to  a death-rate  of  .95 
as  compared  with  .3  for  1907.  This  rate  of  .95  is  much 
above  that  of  previous  years.  It  is  thought  that  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  fatal  cases  of  malignant 
disease  registered  is  due  to  the  advance  in  the  methods 
of  diagnosis. 


Birth  and  death-rate  of  the  six  largest  parishes 
in  the  District  (parishes  with  a population  exceeding 
500). 


BIRTH-RATE. 

DE.ATH 

-RATE. 

1907 

1908 

1907 

1908 

Middleton  by  Wirksworth 

23-7 

18.5 

10.7 

16.5 

Hartington  (both  quarters) 

25.8 

26.5 

10.5 

4.6 

Brailsford 

28‘4 

18.2 

8-5 

5-6 

Brassington 

26.1 

24.4 

5-8 

18.7 

Clifton 

21. 1 

26.5 

17-3 

”•3 

Parwich 

26. 1 

20.4 

5.6 

I I.  I 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year  1908.  There  have  been  55  cases,  an  increase  of  25 
as  compared  with  the  year  1907. 


Scarlet  Fever.  21  cases  were  notified,  none  of  which  terminated 

fatally.  This  disease  was  imported  into  Longford  early 
in  August  by  a child  who  contracted  the  disease  at 
Derby.  13  cases  occurred  at  Longford  and  3 in  the 
neighbouring  village  of  Rodsley,  all  these  cases  were  in 
children  and  confined  to  4 families,  the  remaining  cases 
were  at  Clifton  Cross,  Hulland  and  Kirk  Ireton.  2 of 
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the  above  mentioned  cases  at  Longford  were  removed 
to  the  Etwall  Isolation  Hospital. 

This  is  an  increase  of  i6  cases  from  the  previous 
year,  1907,  and  equivalent  to  a case-rate  of  2.0  per  1000 
of  the  population,  as  compared  with  .5  for  1907,  i.o  for 
1906,  and  5.0  for  1905.  All  the  cases  were  of  a mild 
type,  with  no  mortality. 


Diphtheria  and 

Membranous 

Croup, 


There  have  been  3 fatal  cases  of  Diphtheria 
during  the  year.  2 occurred  at  Kirk  Ireton  and  i at 
Brassington.  26  cases  have  been  notified  during  the 
year  1908,  an  increase  of  10  cases  from  the  previous 
year  1907,  equal  to  a case-rate  of  2.44  per  1000  of  the 
population. 


3 cases  occurred  spontaneously  in  March  at  a 
farm  house  at  some  distance  from  the  village  of  Kirk 
Ireton,  in  a mother  and  two  young  children,  the  latter 
not  attending  school ; I immediately  visited  and  inspected 
the  house  and  farm  and  found  everything  in  a good 
sanitary  condition,  and  could  not  ascertain  the  cause  of 
the  infection — the  cases  were  isolated  and  all  possible 
precautions  were  used  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the 
contagion. 


On  visiting  the  school  premises  at  Kirk  Ireton  in 
July,  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  write  to  the  managers  to 
have  emptied  and  disinfected  the  school  privies,  which 
were  in  an  insanitary  condition;  this  was  done.  In  July, 
an  epidemic  of  sore  throat  spread  through  the  village 
and  many  of  the  cases  I was  informed  received  no 
medical  treatment. 

Cases  also  occurred  at  Longford,  Callow, 
Hartington  Town  Quarter,  Middleton,  and  Brassington. 

Antitoxin  was  used  in  most  of  the  above  cases  that 
were  attended  by  Medical  Men,  and  swabs  were  taken 


Erysipilas. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 


Whooping 

Cough. 


Measles. 


Mumps  and 
3hicken-pox. 
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during  convalescence  and  in  some  cases,  swabs  were 
examined  for  the  Diphtheritic  Bacilli  several  times  before 
the  children  were  advised  to  return  to  school. 

It  was  necessary  to  keep  the  School  at  Kirk 
Ireton  closed  for  a prolonged  period. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  state  the  cause  of  Diphtheria, 
but  it  is  generally  supposed  to  be  conveyed  by  particles  of 
dust,  and  to  be  communicated  by  one  individual  to  another 
by  the  secretions  from  the  nose  and  mouth,  likewise  the 
breath,  &:c.  Insanitary  surroundings  by  lowering  the 
vitality  of  individuals  are  considered  to  pre-dispose  them 
to  be  affected.  About  the  time  the  epidemic  was  at 
its  height  at  Kirk  Ireton  the  weather  had  been  very 
dry  for  some  weeks. 

7 cases  were  notified,  an  increase  of  3 from  the 
year  1907. 

One  fatal  case  occurred  at  Hulland  Ward. 

N one. 


NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

This  was  prevalent  in  part  of  the  District  during 
the  first-half  of  the  year.  2 fatal  cases  occurred  in 
children,  aged  9 years  and  i|  years. 

A mild  epidemic  occurred  at  Parwich,  about  20 
cases,  nonewere  fatal.  It  was  prevalent  at  the  same  time  at 
Carsington  and  Middleton  ; a fatal  case  occurred  at  the 
last-mentioned  village. 

Prevalent  during  February  at  Osmaston. 


CLOSURE  OF  SCHOOLS. 


At  Panvich  in  February  for  Measles — closed  three 
weeks,  also  one  week  extended  Midsummer  holiday 
for  Whooping  Cough. 

At  Osmaston  in  May  for  Whooping  Cough — 3 weeks 
At  Kniveton  ,,  ,,  „ „ 

At  Hulland  in  January  ,,  ,,  „ 

At  Longford  in  October  for  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever 
At  Kirk  Ireton  „ „ for  3 weeks  and 

subsequently  until  after  the  Christmas  holidays 


Sanitary  Work.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  have  made 

regular  visits  during  the  year  throughout  the  District. 
Dwelling  Houses  and  Schools,  in  which  infectious 
diseases  have  arisen,  were  disinfected,  and,  where 
practicable,  also  the  bedding  and  furniture. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  two  instances, 
in  one  case  for  an  insanitary  cottage  and  in  the  other  for 
a defective  cowshed.  Two  cottages  have  been  closed 
during  the  year  as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 


Water  Supply.  A sample  of  water  was  taken  at  Shirley  Vicarage, 

and  found  fit  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  reservoir  at  Biggin  has  been  repaired  and 
further  facilities  provided  for  increasing  the  supply  of 
water. 

A branch  main  has  been  laid  at  Middleton-by- 
Wirksworth. 

The  hydraulic  rams  at  Kirk  Ireton  are  satisfactory 
and  a good  supply  of  Water  is  maintained. 
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Sewerage. 


Dairies  and 
Cowsheds. 


Examination 
for  Bacilli. 


Several  repairs  for  the  means  of  water  supply  have 
been  carried  out  at  Hognaston,  Kirk  Ireton,  Kniveton, 
Brassington,  Aliddleton-by-Wirksworth,  and  Thorpe,  also 
several  wells  have  been  sunk  and  a good  supply  of  water 
has  been  provided  for  the  greater  part  of  the  village  of 
Clifton  by  the  owner. 

The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Hartington, 
Tissington,  and  the  tanks  at  Middleton-by-Wirksworth 
are  working  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Improvements  to  sewers  have  been  made  at 
Parwich,  and  the  sewers  have  been  cleaned  out  and 
repaired  at  Clifton,  Mappleton,  and  Middleton. 

A large  mere  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  village 
of  Hartington,  and  the  brook  course  through  the  village 
of  Parwich  have  been  cleaned  out  by  the  Council. 

Improvements  and  alterations  to  the  sewer  drains 
and  privies  have  been  made  at  Aston  Hill  Farm, 
Brassington  ; Hanson  Grange,  Alsop  ; at  Mr.  Bird’s  Farm, 
Friden  ; and  at  a cottage  at  Heathcote,  Hartington. 

These  have  been  inspected  and  any  defects  found 
have  been  dealt  with. 

19  were  made  during  the  year.  18  for  Diphtheria, 
of  this  number  15  shewed  a positive  result,  in  most  of 
above  cases  swabs  were  sent  by  the  medical  men  attend- 
ing the  cases,  for  re-e.xamination,  and  these  swabs 
demonstrated  that  the  virulent  Diphtheria  bacilli  were 
present  for  some  considerable  time  after  the  original 
infection.  It  has  been  ascertained  that  this  bacilli  may 
be  present  in  the  discharges  from  the  nose  and  mouth 
of  the  infected  individual  many  weeks  after  the  primary 
infection. 
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Bake  Houses. 

Slaughter 

Houses. 

Factories  and 
Workshops. 

OYercrowding. 

Schools. 
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Numerous  inspections  have  been  made  during 
the  year,  and  these  places  were  found  as  a rule  in  a clean 
and  satisfactory  condition.  3 notices  have  been  served 
during  the  year. 

These  were  found  on  inspection  satisfactory. 

Home  work,  Common  Lodging  Houses,  and 
Canals,  none  in  District. 

They  have  been  inspected  and  found  in  a satis- 
factory sanitary  condition. 

One  case  has  been  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Every  school  in  the  District  has  been  inspected  during 
the  year,  and  those  children  who  had  joined  after  the 
Midsummer  holidays,  and  those  children  leaving  during 
the  year,  altogether  to  the  number  of  180,  have  been 
medically  examined  by  me  under  the  new  Act. 
Whether  the  parents  anticipated  the  examination  and 
sent  the  children  to  school  in  a clean  condition,  is  a 
question,  but  such  was  the  fact  in  the  majority  of  cases. 
I found  them  generally  well  nourished,  sufficiently 
clothed  and  clean.  Of  the  above  number  examined,  8 
were  markedly  verminous,  13  were  suffering  from  defect- 
ive vision,  and  23  from  various  other  complaints,  which 
could  be  remedied  by  appropriate  treatment.  No  case  of 
ringwom  came  under  my  observation.  What  the  parents 
will  do,  to  improve  the  condition  of  these  children,  remains 
to  be  ascertained  from  the  notices  sent  to  them,  from  the 
Derby  Education  Committee  and  myself  Some  parents 
will  neglect  to  do  anything  from  want  of  means,  others 
from  want  of  care.  The  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Schools 
are  fair,  but  a good  deal  can  be  done  to  improve  the 
present  conditions.  I found,  in  no  instance,  any  provision, 
except  the  Schoolroom  stove,  for  drying  wet  clothes  and 


boots,  and  in  most  schools  an  absence  of  water  for 
washing  purposes,  towels  and  soap ; also  in  a few  cases 
the  playgrounds  were  uneven,  allowing  the  water  to 
stand  in  pools.  The  floors  are  not  washed  sufficiently 
frequently  to  prevent  the  dust  and  dirt  brought  into  the 
school  being  disseminated  about  and  inhaled  by  those 
present.  The  ventilation  as  a rule  was  satisfactory,  and 
I found  the  teachers  very  willing  to  improve  the  sani- 
tary conditions  of  the  children  and  their  surroundings. 
Notices  have  been  sent  to  the  School  Managers  of  the 
above  defects,  when  I found  it  necessary. 

SUGGESTIONS 

An  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  centre  of  the  district  for 
Infectious  Diseases. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  truly, 

JOHN  HOOLE, 


Februar)’,  1909. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


